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enlist Lord Bufferings assistance in exculpating the
Turkish officials who had, by their negligence, been
mainly responsible, if not for the Lebanon massacres,
then at least for the outrages which had taken place
in Damascus itself. It was clear to Lord Dufferin that
the main purpose of this manoeuvre was to split the
Commission from the outset into a Druse camp versus
a Maronite camp, with England leading the former
and France the latter. He therefore, at his very first
interview, insisted upon Turkish responsibility, and
induced the Pasha at once to execute those officers
whose guilt was beyond question. In this manner he
was able, before the rest of the Commission arrived,
to seize the initiative, to place the problem of respon-
sibility and atonement upon a Turkish rather than
upon a tribal basis, to emphasise the theory of the
Sultan's sovereignty, to disassociate himself from the
charge of being either pro-Druse or anti-Maronite,
and to give Fuad Pasha the fright of his life.

Having in this way won the first trick, he rode
back to Beyrout. He started early, passing through
the orange groves which are watered by the Abanah
and the Pharpar (rivers of Damascus), and then climbed
the Anti Lebanon resonant with the smell of thyme.
From there he dropped down into the valley of
Heliopolis, leaving upon his right the great temple of
Antoninus Pius, and up again over the Lebanon till
he reached that high point above the pines of Brumana
where the Mediterranean hangs its wine-dark curtain
half-way up the sky.

On returning to Beyrout he found that the rest of
the Commission, to say nothing of 8,000 French troops
under General Beaufort, had arrived. He assured them